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Day 5

The Good Samaritan and Spiritual 
Fitness
Luke 10-12

In Luke 10:25-37 we are introduced to one of the best known biblical 
parables, the Good Samaritan.  This parable has inspired film, painting, 
poetry and sculpture, as well as Christian missions. Jesus Christ’s 
parable further illustrates that all are important to him. Political power 
or social strata do not dictate the grace of God. Instead, as we find 
throughout Luke, on many occasions the least are first. Jesus Christ’s 
last words in the parable, ‘Go and do likewise’ (Luke 10:37) remind us 
of our commission in God, to do likewise, to live a life according to the 
teachings of Jesus Christ, to show compassion for others, and to show 
courage in our beliefs.

Luke 12 has Jesus Christ’s warnings and encouragements. Warnings 
about what matters in life are reflected in Luke 12:22, ‘Do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat, or about your body; what will you wear’. 
And in the parable of the rich fool and encouragement to believers are 
consistent themes in Luke 12. The message of receipt of God’s Kingdom 
encourages Christians not to worry, but to fix faith upon God, and we 
can be encouraged by the notion of citizenship in God’s Kingdom, and 
perhaps more importantly, that God is pleased to welcome us into his 
Kingdom. Jesus Christ’s message about preparedness is relevant for 
preparing our faith, to go forward as followers of Jesus Christ, living in a 
way that reflects his perfect courage, compassion and sacrifice.

The ADF Faith under Fire course examines the concept that in preparing 
people to be fit for battle, the spiritual component of the human 
dimension cannot be overlooked. Luke 12:22 highlights the need for a 
fitness and strength of the spirit, noting that by focussing on fitness in 
the spiritual dimension, we have a basis for the other components of our 
fitness. 
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F R O M  T H E  O R G A N I S I N G  C O M M I T T E E
Launceston has a Church that is more active than most people realise, 
serving and helping the community in the most practical ways. This 
festival showcases and refl ects some of these activities. We are engaged 
in the arenas of Arts, Music and Thought, which form the foundation of this 
festival. Our theme this year is Feeding the World, reminding us that we 
have a responsibility to feed our bodies, minds and souls, to care for the 
poor and to help believers think and thinkers to believe. We welcome you 
to be part of this year’s Launceston Easter Community Festival. 
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M E S S AG E  F R O M  T H E  M AYO R
Launceston will again assemble at Easter to celebrate and be 
challenged by the theme Feeding the World—Body Mind & Soul. 
Easter is the climax of the year, a time to celebrate the Bread of 
Life, given freely for us; true and lasting nutrition for our whole 
being and community. 

We all need good food. Our bodies call for it every few hours. 
Our souls also need to be fed regularly and well. Neglecting 
the feeding of the body is unwise and potentially disastrous. 
Similarly important is the nurture of our minds and souls, both 
individually and corporately. To that end, LECF is now fi rmly 
established as a main educational, celebration and inspirational 
event in our city and State. 

As one of Australia’s main apologetics events, LECF draws 
intelligent and well-educated minds from interstate and abroad, 
that we might all be well-fed. LECF’s partner organisations are 
each doing their bit to ensure that inspiring, well-founded truth 
is available to all people in our city and beyond. I encourage 
corporate sponsorship for this excellent annual event, uniting 
and supplying our city. In this year’s diverse program, I feel 
confi dent that all who attend will benefi t from this festival. 

I hope it will inspire us all to learn, think and work more closely 
together, to make wise choices and to be enduringly generous in 
bringing both physical and soul food to all, so that none may be 
in need and all may recognise the true source of all knowledge, 
wisdom, creativity and productivity. Have a wonderful Easter. 

M E S S AG E  F R O M  T H E  P R E M I E R
Tasmania is blessed with incredible people, places, and produce. 
Our produce is a ‘must have’, and as a destination we are a ‘must see’.

We are so fortunate to have all that we do, and Tasmanians are 
appreciative of that. But we have also opened our hearts and our 
doors to share what we have with the world.

The Launceston Easter Community Festival is a great opportunity for 
people to come together to celebrate all that we have to be thankful for, 
and to share that with others. I wish you all an enjoyable time at the 2016 
Festival, and a wonderful Easter.



With the release of his 18th CD title, “Love 
Remains,” Peter Shurley continues to be 
recognised as one of Australia’s most popular 
and sought after Gospel artists. Peter Shurley 
is a multi-award winning singer, songwriter 
and instrumentalist who continues a busy 
international touring schedule based from his 
home in northern Tasmania, where he also 
oversees the Greenroom recording studio.

Roy Williams is one of Australia’s emerging public 
intellectuals. He writes and speaks knowledgeably about a 
wide range of subjects including politics, history, science, 
sociology, sport, law and religion. 

Roy’s fi rst book, God Actually, is a rational, passionate defence 
of Christian belief. It is a best-seller in Australia and has been 
published in Britain and North America. Roy’s second book, In 
God They Trust? examines the religious beliefs of Australia’s 
prime ministers since Federation. 

Roy’s latest book is Post-God Nation? Published in May 2015, 
it explains how extensively Christianity shaped Australia—and 
how important it continues to be for our future as a nation. 
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Astrophysicist Jeff  Zweerink’s involvement in 
science apologetics grows from an enthusiasm 
for helping others bridge the perceived 
science-faith gap. As research scholar and 
executive director of online learning at Reasons 
to Believe (RTB), Jeff  focuses on encouraging 
people of all backgrounds to consider the 
truth of Scripture and how it connects with the 
evidence of science. 

Jeff  writes and speaks on the compatibility of 
faith and science and on evidence for intentional 
design from a multiverse theory, dark energy 
and dark matter, and exoplanets. His speaking 
engagements take him to universities, churches, 
and other venues around the world, including 
high schools and youth groups.

Jeff  also hosts the RTB website’s video 
interviews. He is the author of the book Who’s 
Afraid of the Multiverse? and coauthor of RTB’s 
Impact Events student devotional series.

Jeff  will share three areas where science 
showcases the purposeful involvement of 
God in creation. This will culminate with a 
description of the extraordinary work and 
extravagant care revealed through Christ’s 
life, death and resurrection.



Imagine a 
world where 
what you 
grow in your 
garden can 
lead to a 
stronger, 
healthier & 
happier you!

Bruce French noticed poor villagers suff ering 
malnutrition while surrounded by nutritious plants 
and has now for fi fty years been compiling the world’s 
largest edible plant database, covering 27,870 species, 
suitable for every location, off ering ecologically 
sustainable, cheap, practical solutions to global 
nutritional needs. From his website 128 countries have 
downloaded over 70,000 copies of his books and 
posters, to help rural poor feed themselves.

Two billion people struggle with under-nutrition with 
a child death every 12 seconds and someone blind 
from Vitamin A defi ciency each minute. Bruce helps 
people know the best local food plants to grow and eat 
and how to do this sustainably, based on sound agro-
ecological methods. 

Bruce was acknowledged recently in 2016 Australia Day 
honours. Jesus said his disciples could be recognised 
as they sought to meet hunger, homelessness and 
other basic human needs. The prophet Isaiah said this 
is the way to spiritual renewal and God’s guidance and 
empowerment. Come, hear and see Bruce’s great heart, 
astute mind and exceptional experience. 

Tom Ross “Tom Ross is an Associate Professor in 
microbiology at UTAS School of Land and Food. 
He studies microbes in foods to understand how 
they are aff ected by the composition of food and 
its storage conditions, with the aim of decreasing 
food-borne illness and food wastage.

Better understanding of microbial ecology and 
physiology helps identify new ways to produce, 
process, and distribute foods that preserve their 
freshness and safety as much as possible.

This supports our ability to provide high quality 
Tasmanian and Australian foods to distant 
markets, by reducing wastage and improving 
our reputation for safe food. While good for 
local industry productivity, Tom’s research more 
importantly supports the provision of safe and 
nutritious food internationally.”

Talk: Food Quality, 
Safety & Waste
11:30am
Wed 23rd 

Door of Hope

Imagination meets reality in your own garden, 
growing your own produce and benefi ting from 
the nutrition you receive. 

What is good nutrition? What exactly is in fresh 
produce that is so health promoting? Is it really 
fun to get your hands dirty?

Dietitian Rene du Plessis will answer the above 
questions. She will present interesting case 
studies, demonstrate nutrition assessment and 
help you discover how closely the health of your 
body is linked to the earth.

Rene is a Senior Dietitian for the Tasmanian 
Health Service North. She has a postgraduate 
degree in Nutrition & Dietetics from Queensland 
University of Technology and has worked 
for organisations such as the National Heart 
Foundation, Queensland Government, Wesley 
Private Hospital and in private practice.

Rene has authored two nutrition books, has 
a busy family life, loves being active and 
aspires to one day uncover the mysteries of 
interactive digital media. malnutrition while surrounded by nutritious plants 

and has now for fi fty years been compiling the world’s 

Talk: Even Healthier 
Nutrition
10am
Wed 23rd

Door of Hope

Talk: Helping 
the Hungry Feed 
Themselves
1pm Wed 23rd 
Door of Hope

International 
Food Plants 
Exhibition
9:am–5:00pm 
Thurs 24th, 
Tramsheds



Talk: Gardens 
of Delight: 
engaging mind 
and soul

2pm
Thurs 24th

UTAS School of 
Architecture

INTERNATIONAL FOOD 
PLANTS EXHIBITION
Bruce French and his team have 
prepared a visual and intellectual 
feast in this amazing exhibition of 
edible plants from around the world. 

SAT 26TH 9:00am–5:00pm
TRAMSHEDS & UTAS ACADEMY OF 
THE ARTS. Free

LITERARY WORKSHOP
Come and learn the craft of 
writing and getting published in an 
interactive workshop with renowned 
author and thinker Roy Williams and 
author-illustrator Christina Booth.

SAT 26TH 1:00pm–4:30pm
TRAMSHEDS AUDITORIUM 
tickets on website 

FAMILY-FRIENDLY 
COMMUNITY FESTIVAL
Come and enjoy games, face 
painting, balloon sculpting, Easter 
craft and much more. Join in and 
help build a Food Mountain for City 
Mission’s Winter Appeal. Enjoy the 
dynamism of this festival celebration, 
including entertainment by local 
artists and musicians. BBQ provided 
by the City Mission outreach team. 

SAT 26th 11:00am–3:00pm
QVMAG LAWN. Free

 Dr Anne Neale is a cultural historian and a popular 
public speaker. She has published extensively in the 
fi elds of architectural and garden history, and her 
articles on aspects of early Pre-Raphaelite art have 
appeared in prestigious journals such as the Burlington 
Magazine, the British Art Journal, and the Journal of
Pre-Raphaelite Studies. 

Dr Neale’s expertise in cultural history and heritage 
has led to many academic, consulting and honorary 
appointments over the last three decades. She 
continues to actively pursue her research interests in 
connection with the School of Architecture & Design at 
UTAS. She is also a member of the City of Launceston 
Heritage Advisory Committee and of the Tasmanian 
Resource Management & Planning Appeals Tribunal.

The intersection of visual culture and Christian belief 
is of particular interest to Dr Neale. She is an active 
member of St Aidan’s church in East Launceston, where 
she serves in the ministry team and preaches regularly.

Talk: Food 
Farming More 
Eff ectively in 
Tasmania & 
Beyond
12:00
Thurs 24th 
Tramsheds

Dr Stephen Ives, Research Fellow at the Tasmanian 
Institute of Agriculture’s School of Land and Food, is 
internationally renowned for his expertise in integrated 
cropping and livestock systems within value chain 
contexts and drivers of practice change within 
agricultural communities. 

Stephen has long term interest in sustainability of 
soil, agricultural and water resources and extensive 
experience in civil, building construction and 
agricultural machinery, vegetable and cereal agronomy 
industries. His PhD focussed on re-use of agricultural 
and urban organic waste. He has a wide network of 
ongoing relationships with farmers, agribusiness and 
major land holders. 

Stephen works to improve the health and well-being 
of marginalised communities in developing countries 
such as Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia through targeted 
research for development of agricultural solutions. 

help build a Food Mountain for City 
Mission’s Winter Appeal. Enjoy the 
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FOODS OF THE WORLD 
MULTICULTURAL 
DINNER 
Featuring delicious international 
catering. Don’t miss Bruce French 
and Roy Williams’ interactive talks 
on Australia’s Future in Feeding the 
World. Be entertained by indigenous 
artist Bob Wilson’s music and 
mouth-watering photos of favourite 
dishes from many nations. Be 
inspired to dance again! Welcome 
to wear colourful or cultural dress. 
Enjoy the fl avours, sights and 
sounds—A dinner to remember. 

SAT 26TH 6:30pm
TRAMSHEDS. 
tickets on website

PRAYER RELAY
Inspirational moments with God 
and others as the churches take 
turns leading in prayer. Come,have 
your faith built and witness prayer 
changing history,  

FRI 25TH 1:00pm–6:00pm & 
SAT 26TH 9:00am–5:30pm 
. 

T H O U G H T S  F R O M  R OY W I L L I A M S
Australia in 2016 is one of the richest, best-educated, most peaceful 
societies in human history. Indeed, we may be uniquely blessed. 
This must be borne in mind when we consider Australia’s—and 
Launceston’s—wider obligations to the world. As Jesus warned, 
‘From those to whom much is given, much will be expected’ (Luke 
12:48). In their heart of hearts, even people who do not accept that 
Jesus was the Son of God, and that He will be our judge in the 
afterlife, can surely agree on that. 

Jesus’ immortal Second Commandment was this: ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself’. This is the Golden Rule of moral and ethical 
conduct. In today’s globalised world, it is especially relevant. There 
is a strong case for saying that everyone is our neighbour, certainly 
those people overseas who are directly aff ected by our actions—or 
our inaction—here in Australia. In feeding the world, body, mind and 
soul, let us above all be generous.

CITY-WIDE COMBINED 
CHURCHES 
CELEBRATION
How great it is to be together in true 
community! Good things happen 
when we build on everything we 
have in common, as Jesus himself 
prayed. We learn more about God 
and each other, become mature and 
are corporately transformed. 

Don’t miss Roy Williams and Jeff  
Zweerink’s fi nal contribution to 
LECF 2016. 

SUN 27TH 6:00Pm

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH.. 
Free 
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Babette’s Feast
Film Screening
Tramsheds Main Auditorium
6:30pm

Public Lectures
10:00am–3:00pm

Rene du Plessis
Even Healthier Nutrition

Prof. Tom Ross
Food Quality, Safety & Waste

Bruce French
Helping the Hungry Feed 
Themselves

Speaker Panel Q&A
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T H U R S DAY 2 4 T H M A R C H

International Food Plants 
Exhibition
Bruce French 
9:00am–5:00pm
Tramsheds & UTAS Academy of Arts

Civic Leaders 
Breakfast 
7:00am–8:45am
with Dr. Jeff  
Zweerink
$40pp

Mel Gibson’s 
The Passion of 
the Christ
Film Screening
Tramsheds Main 
Auditorium
6:30pm

Dr. Stephen Ives
Food Farming 
More Eff ectively 
in Tasmania & 
Beyond.
12:00–1:00pm

lamb &
salad lunch

Dr. Anne Neale
Gardens 
of Delight: 
engaging mind 
and soul.
2:00pm–3:00pm

afternoon tea

Apologetics 
Seminar
with Dr. Jeff  
Zweerink
9:30am–2:30pm
Legana 
Christian 
Church
$80pp

E V E N T S  A T  A  G L A N C E
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Combined Churches Prayer 
Gathering
1:00pm–6:00pm
John Duncan Room
(upstairs Albert Hall)

Canapés with Speakers & VIPs
Drinks 5:30pm 
Tamar Valley Room
tickets on website

FACE TO FACE
with Peter Shurley, Roy Williams & 
Jeff  Zweerink
7:00pm
Main Hall
FREE admission

G O O D  F R I DAY 2 5 T H M A R C H

Local Church Gatherings
Various locations & times

SAT U R DAY 2 6 T H M A R C H
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Foods of the World
Multicultural Dinner
Canapés from 6:30pm
tickets on website

Combined Churches Prayer 
Gathering
9:00am–5:30pm
Board Room

Literary Workshop
1:00pm–4:30pm
Main Auditorium
Roy Williams &
Christina Booth

Outdoor Community Festival
11:00am–3:00pm
QVMAG Lawn

E V E N T S  A T  A  G L A N C E



E AS T E R  S U N DAY 2 7 T H M A R C H
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City-wide Combined Churches
Easter Celebration Service
6:00pm
Roy Williams & Jeff  Zweerink

’ Feed the World’ Gathering
1:00pm–4:00pm

Local Church Gatherings
Various locations & times

At this important time in Australia’s history, it is fi tting that we unite to 
celebrate our important role in Feeding the World—Body Mind and 
Soul. Australia, the lucky country, has been blessed with abundant 
food producing opportunities, from our richly productive coastline 
and inland fi sheries, wide fertile plains to the dusty red heartlands of 
our beautiful country. 

This Easter we have so much to be thankful for. We not only enjoy 
a standard of living that is the envy of most nations, but generously 
export a stunning diversity of natural and value-added food products 
worldwide. Food-related industries constitute one of our largest 
employers and income sources. 

Australia’s lavishness extends beyond physical food. Australia is 
blessed with world standard educational institutions from which most 
nations draw intellectual stimulus as well as educational resources. 
We attract people from all parts of the world, to benefi t from our 
unique learning environment. 

Further, as a multi-cultural nation we provide a peaceful haven for free 
and reasoned exploration and appreciation of truth, history, culture and 
science. Australian academics contribute to the global knowledge pool 
in an extraordinary multitude of ways including recent breakthroughs 
in numerous fi elds. Our nation nurtures creativity and our artists and 
musicians perform and exhibit worldwide across the kaleidoscope of 
genres. We have good reason to identify ourselves as a deeply thinking 
and a profoundly creative nation. 

Launceston Easter Community Festival show-cases creative arts, 
inspirational music and reasoned thought. We wish you all a happy, 
productive, inspiring Easter. 

H OW W I L L W E  R E S P O N D  T O  T H E  N E E D  A R O U N D  U S ?
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